AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR § 1.116 

Serial Number: 10/661,094 
Filing Date: September 12, 2003 

Title: METHOD AND KJT FOR IDENTIFYING VANCOMYCIN-RES1STANT ENTEROCOCCUS 

In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method to detect van A in a sample, comprising: 

a) contacting a sample suspected of comprising amplified vanA nucleic acid with at least 
one vart/l-speciflc oligonucleotide probe under high stringency hybridization conditions effective 
to form a hybrid between the va/t4-specific oligonucleotide probe and vanA nucleic acid in the 
sample, wherein the van^l-speciflc oligonucleotide probe under high stringency conditions 
hvbridizes%*skffi<^ corresponding to SEP ID NO:3, 
the complement thereof, or a portion thereof and comprises sequences which include sequences 
substantially corresponding to nucleotides 8 70 to 8 96 ( SEQ ID NO:3 ) of tho vanA gene , the 
complement thereof, or a portion of the sequ e nc e s substantially corresponding to nucl e otides 8 70 
to 896 or tho compl e m e nt th e reof and wherein the amplified vanA nucleic acid has, sequences 
substantially corresponding to nucl e otid e s 8 51 to 868 ( SEQ ID NO:2 ) of th e vanA gen e, the 
complement thereof, or a portion of th e s e quenc e s substantially corr e sponding to nucl e otid e s 8 5 1 
to 868 or tho compl e m e nt thereofrer and sequences substantially corresponding to nucl e otid e s 
898 to 917 ( SEQ ED NO: 4 ) of the vanA g e n e, the complement thereof, or a portion of th e 
s e qu e nc es substantially corr e sponding to nucleotid es 8 9 8 to 917 or th e compl e m e nt thereof; and 

b) detecting or determining the presence or amount of hybrid formation , wherein hybrid 
formation is indicative of vanA nucleic acid in the sample . 

2. (Withdrawn) A method to detect vanB in a sample, comprising: 

a) contacting a sample suspected of comprising amplified vanB nucleic acid with at least 
one vaw5-specific oligonucleotide probe under high stringency hybridization conditions effective 
to form a hybrid between the w^B-specific oligonucleotide probe and vanB nucleic acid in the 
sample, wherein the va«5-specific oligonucleotide probe comprises sequences which include 
sequences substantially corresponding to nucleotides 387 to 404 of the vanB gene, the 
complement thereof, or a portion thereof, sequences substantially corresponding to nucleotides 
406 to 423 of the vanB gene, the complement thereof, or a portion thereof, or sequences 
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6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 wherein one vaw/i -specific oligonucleotide primer 
comprises sequences corresponding to the complement of nucleotides 898 to 919 of the vanA 
gene or a portion thereof 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 wherein the presence or amount of amplified 
nucleic acid is detected or determined with an oligonucleotide probe comprising sequences 
corresponding to nucleotides 870 to 896 of the vanA gene, the complement thereof or a portion 
thereof. 



8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein one the va/z^-specific 
oligonucleotide probe compris e s sequences corr e sponding to nucl e otides 8 70 to 8 96 of the vanA 
g e ne, th e compl e m e nt thereof or th e portion th e r e of is no more than SO nucleotides in length and 
has at least 10 contiguous nucleotides of SEP ID NO:3 or the complement thereof 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the amplified nucleic acid is 
obtained by amplifying a biological sample comprising nucleic acid with at least one vanA- 
specific oligonucleotide primer comprising sequences corresponding to nucleotid e s 851 to 868 of 
tho vanA g e n e SEP ID NO:2 or the portion thereof, or sequences corresponding to &e 
compl e m e nt of nucl e otides 89 8 to 917 of th e vanA g e n e SEP ID NO:4 or the portion thereof. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4 wherein one vani?-specific oligonucleotide primer 
comprises sequences corresponding to nucleotides 387 to 404 of the vanB gene or a portion 
thereof 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4 wherein one vawi?-specific oligonucleotide primer 
comprises sequences corresponding to the complement of nucleotides 426 to 446 of the vanB 
gene or a portion thereof. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 4 wherein the presence or amount of amplified 
nucleic acid is detected or determined with an oligonucleotide probe comprising sequences 



